Oral Contraceptives. Michael Briggs & Maxine Briggs pp 109 SI2 Eden Press 1977 'This volume is the first of what will hopefully become an annual series on advantages in knowledge of oral contraception. ' Thus reads the opening sentence of the Preface; does it perhaps inadvertently betray the authors' bias in favour of oral contraception, or should it merely be put down to inadequate proof-reading? Speculation aside, judged by this volume, the series (which will include titles in a number of fields of biomedical interest) should indeed prove a most helpful source of reference to recent research publications. The arrangement seems convenient and systematic, the entries brief and to the point, many accompanied by the authors' comments, the references are arranged separately and alphabetically by the authors, and finally there is a comprehensive subject index. Included in this volume is material published during 1975 and up to November 1976. Much important information is contained within this slim volume which can be strongly recommended.
G I M SWYER

Consultant Endocrinologist University College Hospital
The IUD: A Practical Guide. R Snowden, M Williams & D Hawkins. pp 117 £6.95 London: Croom Helm 1977 This is a concise, practical instruction manual produced by the Family Planning Research Unit, attached to the Department of Sociology at the University of Exeter, for doctors working in family planning clinics.
Data derived from 20000 IUD insertions in 20 different centres are analysed and concise direction is given on the most suitable IUD for patients of varying ages and parity. For clinic doctors this is a most valuable guide, although insufficient emphasis is placed on the necessity of always using a tenaculum for the insertion, and there is no mention of the risks of the closed loop type of IUD if perforation occurs. The section dealing with the absent tail and missing IUD might well be expanded in a future edition since numerous referrals for these reasons are made to gynaecological clinics.
The tables on the outcome of pregnancy in the presence of IUDs and perforation rates with different IUDs are of great interest. Gynaecologists will be disappointed that data on ectopic pregnancy, pelvic infection and post-partum or postabortum insertion are not presented in greater detail. Not all might agree that there is no evidence that some IUDs may have a teratogenic effect on the fetus.
HERBERT E REISS
Consultant Gynaecologist Hackney Hospital
Decision Making and the Defective Newborn Chester A Swinyard (ed) pp 649 $24.75 Springfield, III.: Charles C Thomas 1977 This book is a verbatim script of a meeting which was held in Pennsylvania in May 1976. The aim of the editor was to bring together a substantial number of experts in the field of spina bifida and medical ethics. These experts included paediatricians, paediatric surgeons, theologians, professors of medical ethics, lawyers, heads of health policy programmes and parents of patients with spina bifida from various parts of the world. The main topic was the ethics of decision making and selective treatment. Whilst spina bifida was the chief model, many of the contributions were of a more general nature.
The formal proceedings are all printed together with every word of the discussions. It is a moot point whether impromptu questions and answers justify publication. I am personally not in favour. However, the original articles make valuable reading and as one would expect, represent the widest possible variety of opinions without, naturally, a generally agreed conclusion. For anyone concerned with such ethical issues, the book should be essential reading.
This book is beautifully produced and its price is remarkably low for its size. First published in 1973, the second edition of this comprehensive guide to the subject has 25% more pages, reflecting the interest and activity in this field. Five chapters, which cover subjects of particular concern and advancing knowledge, have been added.
Much information is now available about the genetic predisposition to malignancy of some children. A full account of this subject emphasizes implications for future management. Two chapters on radiological and radioisotopic imaging are useful in indicating advances in the determination of tumour extent. A chapter on rehabilitation underlines the increasing need for expert care of survivors who may be deformed or disabled in various ways. Sections on individual tumours, however, are only slightly expanded in this edition. Proportionate to their frequency, CNS tumours warrant more detailed discussion but the cornplexities of management of childhood leukaemia get adequate coverage.
